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APA Discussion 1: Insights Gained, Strategies for Improvement and Sources I will Use
Completing APA quiz 1 has imparted new insights on how to academically present my ideas in academic papers. I have realized that to make my work credible and trustworthy, I need to incorporate scholarly sources and cite them appropriately to give credit to the owners of those materials. I have come to learn that not doing so constitutes academic dishonesty and can easily lead to plagiarism which is also an academic offense (IParadigms, 2014). Therefore, through completing the first APA quiz, I have learned the importance of knowing and remembering the ways citing information appropriately in APA format and how doing so helps the reader to understand the basis or source of the arguments made in an academic paper.
I have also gained insight on the importance of formatting academic papers in APA. Formatting academic papers in APA goes a long way in improving the presentation of the paper and outlook. It is hard to read any work that is jumbled up and disorganized. APA formatting gives me the ability to organize my papers and improve the presentation of ideas (Laureate Education, 2012). Therefore, through APA quiz one, I have gained skills of formatting papers in PA and organizing my paper in indented paragraphs to make my work readable.
To improve my APA skills, I can practice paraphrasing and citing information accurately. I can also practice using direct quotes with appropriate in-text citations to give credit to the authors of the information I use. Furthermore, I can improve my APA skills by revising the previously completed papers and ensuring that they are in proper APA format and the sources are well-formatted in APA format. These practice activities can go a long way in helping me to sharpen my APA skills and make me a better writer. 
To ensure competence in APA, I will use sources such as the APA manual 7th edition which contains guidelines on how to make bibliographies for various types of materials (American Psychological Association, 2020) I will use this because it is the first point for learning the basics of APA and also the technical aspects of the style. These include books, journal articles, websites and reports. I will also use the Google Scholar database to help me extract appropriate APA references and this way, I can learn how various types of sources are formatted and referenced. I will also use the Owl Purdue writing lab. This writing lab is important because it contains guidelines on how to appropriately cite information and how to appropriately format papers in APA and other styles (Purdue Online Writing Lab, 2020). I can use it to compare various styles with APA to help me learn the unique features of the APA style.
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